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16 Thomas Edward Pennington on SS Aguila 19 August 1941 and Robert Megson Pennington d 1 October 1947 

CWGC has: 

PENNINGTON, THOMAS 

EDWARD O.B.E., D.C.M. 

Died 19/08/1941 Aged 

46 Civilian War Dead 

of 4 Red Sands Road, 

Gibraltar. Husband of 

Eleanor Pennington. 

 

Nb There is no mention 

of his honours on the 

gravestone. 

 

Barrow News 13 Jan 1917 reported: 

D.C.M. FOR BARROW SERGEANT 

SERGT T.E. PENNINGTON 

The honours have been falling pretty thick on 

Barrow lads now serving their King and country, 

and one of the latest to receive distinction is, as we 

announced last week, Sergt. Thomas E. Pennington, Manchester Regiment, second son of 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Pennington, of 50, Mount Pleasant, Barrow, has just received the D.C.M.  

Sergt. Pennington is at present home on leave, and is going in for a commission.  He is 21 

years of age, and well-known locally.  He was formerly a choir boy at St. George’s Church, 

and won three first prizes at the Barrow Music Festival for singing.  He was educated at 

Barrow Municipal Secondary School, and when war broke out was engaged at the Borough Treasurer’s Department 

at Barrow.  He joined the Manchester “Pals” in September 1914, and has participated in a good deal of fighting in 

France.  The fact that he has won this signal honour is eloquent testimony to his gallantry, and the people of Barrow 

will be ready to congratulate him, and hope he may be spared to enjoy the possession of such a coveted award. 

The following comes from the Manchester Regiment Forum: Thomas Edward Pennington1 was born in April 1895 at 

Barrow in Furness, Lancashire to parents William & Sarah, where William was employed in the ship building industry.  

He had a sister and 3 brothers.  By 1911 the family were still living in Barrow and Thomas was a clerk in Barrow 

Municipal Council.   

He appears to have moved to Manchester by the outbreak of the war as on 12.9.1914 he enlisted into No. XVI 

Platoon, ‘D’ Company, 16th (1st City)(S) Bn as Private 7191.  On 11.1.1915 the signallers of the Bn. were selected 

beginning with 5 men from each Company under 7186 Sgt. J. Redfern.   The photograph on the left shows him as a 

new recruit wearing Kitchener’s blues, with a 1st City shoulder title, but as yet, no Pals cap badge.  The photograph 

was taken in Barrow in Furness early in 1915.  (Photograph not included in correspondence) 

On 17.3.1915 at Heaton Park Thomas was promoted to L/Cpl. followed by a 24.4.1915 move to Belton Park, 

Grantham, Lincolnshire and promotion to Cpl. on 3.5.1915.  He was then sent on a course of instruction in signalling.  

On 12.6.1915 he was promoted to Sergeant & for the greater part of July was on a special course of instruction in 

Field Telephony at the Army School of Signalling and Bombing, Tynemouth, returning to Belton Park on 31.7.1915.  

On 7.9.1915 the Bn. moved to Salisbury Plain prior to embarkation for France on 8.11.1915. The second photograph 

was taken in the first week of November where he can be seen to be wearing the Pals cap badge and shoulder titles 

with his Sgt’s signalling instructor’s badges.  All his details, date, etc., are written in ink on the rear.   

The Bn. remained with the BEF in France and on 1.5.1916 his name came out of the hat for 10 days leave at home.  

Thomas took part in the 1st July 1916 Somme offensive at Montauban and the subsequent battles including Trones 

Wood on 8.7.1916.   

                                                           
1 http://themanchesters.org/forum/index.php?topic=9153.0 

IN 

TREASURED MEMORY OF 

ROBERT MEGSON FELL PENNINGTON 

WHO DIED AS THE RESULT OF AN ACCIDENT 

OCTOBER 1ST 1947, AGED 11 YEARS. 

ALSO 

THOMAS EDWARD PENNINGTON 

FATHER OF THE ABOVE 

LOST AT SEA AUGUST 19TH 1941 

AGED 46 YEARS 

“TO MEMORY EVER DEAR” 
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As a result of actions in July 1916 he was awarded the DCM [1.1.1917].  His citation was published in LG 13.2.1917 as 

follows:- 

“For Conspicuous Gallantry in action.  He established and maintained communications under very heavy fire, on 

several occasions himself repairing wires in the open.” 

In September 1916 he was recommended for a commission and returned to the UK on 25.12.1916 where on 

17.2.1917 he attended the 10th Officer Cadet Training Unit, Gailes Camp, Ayrshire.  He was discharged to a 

commission as a 2nd Lt. in the 1st Bn. King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment on 30.5.1917 [LG 28.8.1917].  

He joined the 1st Bn KOLR in August 1917 and was wounded on 12.10.1917 and gassed on 5.12.1917.  He survived 

the war and on 30.11.1918 he was promoted to Lt. and was transferred to the Labour Corps. [LG 21.1.1919].  As a 

result of his injuries he was entitled to a SWB and also gained the 1915 Star Trio.   

In September 1920 at Barrow in Furness he married Eleanor 

Fell.  His address on his MIC c. 1923 was 37 Orrell Lane, Bootle, 

Liverpool.  He and Eleanor had 4 children, Derek Fell 

Pennington 1921-2008, Phyllis Isabel Fell Pennington 1923-

2011, Dorothy Fell Pennington b. 1931 and Robert Megson Fell 

Pennington, b. 5.7.1936.  T/Captain Robert Hargraves Megson was the Signal Officer of the 16th Bn. and much 

admired by Thomas, hence naming his son after him.  He was sadly KIA at Heninel on 23.4.1917.  Unfortunately 

Robert was himself killed in an accident at Ulverston on 1.10.1947.  (According to family correspondents, his son was 

always called Meg or Megson, never Robert) 

For a number of years after the war, the majority of the survivors of the Signal Section of the 16th Manchester met 

in Manchester on the Saturday evening nearest to March 21st, the anniversary of Manchester Hill in 1918.  Many 

stories were told at these events and in 1937 Thomas decided he would record them forever in a small book.  The 

book was published in 1937 and called, “The Signal Section of the 16th Manchesters.  A record of its activities, 1914-

1918.”  Compiled and written by Ex-Sgt T.E. Pennington, D.C.M., Signal Sergeant, 1915-1916.   

After the war he was on the staff of the Borough Treasurer’s Office at Barrow in Furness before becoming the senior 

accountant to the Borough Treasurer of Bootle, Lancashire.  He was a Fellow of the Institute of Municipal Treasurers 

& Accountants and an Associate of the Society of Incorporated Accountants.  At this time he had a private address of 

“Berrynarbor”, Blackmoss Lane, Aughton, Lancashire.   

Thomas Pennington married Eleanor Fell 8/1920 

Photo in the garden of Peasholme Farm, kindly provided by 

Anne Croasdell, Thomas’s granddaughter, who also 

provided the account from the Guardian (right) 
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On 5.1.1938 he arrived in Gibraltar & was appointed Secretary, Treasurer and Accountant to the City of Gibraltar on 

15.12.1938.  In the autumn of 1938 he was called upon to take the first steps in the organisation of Air Raid 

Precautions for which the City council was responsible.  He also took overall charge in the process of registering the 

entire civilian population of Gibraltar prior to their evacuation.  Later as secretary of the Evacuation Committee he 

was also responsible for rearranging the evacuations to the UK, Jamaica and Madeira when the evacuees were 

expelled from French Morocco.  In the 1941 Birthday Honours he was awarded an OBE for “Public Services in 

Gibraltar”.   

In August 1941 he was returning to Gibraltar from the UK on SS Aguila but was killed on the 19th when it was sunk 

by enemy submarine, U-201, in the Atlantic Ocean, off the West Coast of France.  The SS Aguila had embarked from 

Liverpool en route to Gibraltar on 12.8.1941, as the Commodore ship of Convoy OG-71. The convoy was attacked by 

German U-Boats on 19th August. Soon after midnight, a torpedo hit SS Aguila and the ship sank instantly. There were 

only sixteen survivors, leaving a death toll of 145. Those on board included twenty two women, nine WRNS officers 

and 12 Chief Wren Wireless Telegraphists, accompanied by one Queen Alexandra’s Royal Naval Nursing Service 

nurse. Thomas was one of only 6 civilians on board and his body was never recovered. 

Anne Croasdell also told me: “the large convoy also carried Nicholas Monsarrat who 

went on to write 'The Cruel Sea', which evidently refers to many incidents that 

happened on that journey. A book called 'Nightmare Convoy' by Paul Lund and Harry 

Ludlam gives details of the various ships and groups involved. (The first ever group of 

serving Wrens were all killed.) Grandad had a choice about how he returned to Gib - 

he could have flown but I think some suggested the convoy would be safer.” 

 On his trip to the UK Thomas had received his O.B.E. The medal went down with the 

ship, and John Major provided a replacement to the family during his period as P.M. 

in the 1990s. 

 

(Picture of Thomas Pennington from local newspaper at the time of his death –

provided by Anne Croasdell) 

 

 

 

His death was notified in the London Gazette of 20.3.1942 and gave his wife’s address as Oubas Bank House, 

Ulverston, Lancashire.  He left £2474 19s 11d. 

 

 

BARROW ST GEORGE’s PENNINGTON PRAYER DESK 

IN AFFECTIONATE MEMORY OF/THOMAS EDWARD PENNINGTON OBE DCM/ONCE A CHOIR BOY OF THIS 

CHURCH/WHO DIED AT SEA 19TH AUGUST 1941/THIS TABLET/IS PLACED HERE BY FRIENDS WHO SERVED 

UNDER HIM/IN THE SIGNAL SECTION OF THE 16TH BATTALION/OF THE MANCHESTER REGIMENT2 

 

 

  

                                                           
2 https://www.cumbria.gov.uk/eLibrary/Content/Internet/542/795/6637/41957114545.pdf  

https://www.cumbria.gov.uk/eLibrary/Content/Internet/542/795/6637/41957114545.pdf
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The North West Evening Mail 1 October 1947 headlined: 

Explosion of disused lorry petrol tank 

ULVERSTON BOYS DIE OF BURNS 
Lighted paper put in tank – N.F.S. report 

TWO ULVERSTON SCHOOLBOYS DIED IN HOSPITAL EARLY TODAY FROM SHOCK AND SEVERE BURNS RECEIVED WHEN 

THE PETROL TANK OF A MOTOR-LORRY BLEW UP LAST NIGHT. 

 The boys, 11-years-old Robert Megson Fell Pennington, (pictured left) of 19, Ainslie-

street, and seven-years-old Tom Butcher, of 1, Ainslie-street, were playing on a piece of 

waste ground in Hart-street, about 6.30 p.m., when the explosion occurred. 

 An N.F.S. officer told the “Evening Mail” to-day, “It is believed that some children 

were playing with matches and had screwed paper into the tank of the disused lorry and 

set fire to it.  The tank contained a small quantity of petrol and this exploded and set fire 

to the interior of the lorry. 

 Both boys were enveloped in flames, and a passer-by saw them running away with 

their clothing on fire.  He put his coat round Pennington and extinguished the flames and 

the boy was rushed to hospital. 

Ran home 
His playmate ran to his own house a short distance away, where his father tore off the 

burning clothing and carried him to the hospital in his arms. 

 Tom Butcher’s father is well known in Ulverston as the driver of an L.M.S. railway 

lorry.  Mrs. Butcher, who is a daughter of the late Mr. Tom Fox, told an “Evening Mail” 

reporter today: “His shirt was burned to shreds and he kept saying to his father ‘Will I be 

alright daddy? I won’t die, will I?” 

 He is the youngest boy in a family of four children, and was a pupil at Lightburn 

Council School.  (Tom Butcher pictured left) 

Like torches 
Mrs. Pennington told a reporter that her son was a pupil at Ulverston High School, and 

was shortly going to a boarding school. 

 “He was my baby, my real interest in life, now the others are growing up.” she 

tearfully added. 

The tragedy in the case of Mrs. Pennington is made more poignant by the fact that she lost her husband, Mr. Thomas 

Edward Pennington about six years ago when the ship in which he was returning to Gibraltar, where he held the post 

of treasurer, was torpedoed. 

 The explosion startled residents over a wide area and an eye-witness described the boys’ clothing as 

“Blazing like flaming torches” as they ran from the lorry. 

 The parents of the boys are grief stricken at the tragedy, which has cast a gloom over the Ulverston 

community. 

 Barrow N.F.S. were notified at 6.34 p.m. and an appliance under Section-Leader McGrath was sent.  

Company Officer Robinson also proceeded to the scene. 

 The Furness Coroner (Mr. John Poole) will hold an inquest tomorrow afternoon. 

 

On Friday 3 October 1947 the NWEM had: 

INQUEST STORY OF BOYS FATAL PRANK AT ULVERSTON 
After an introductory paragraph …. 

Audrey E. Bowes, a nurse at the Ulverston Cottage Hospital said the boy Butcher told her in hospital that he had 

gone to play with some boys by a fire and that they had lit paper torches and had been throwing them at each other.  

Their deaths were due to shock following multiple burns. 

 Ernest Wm. Gay, a shop manager of the Ulverston Co-operative Society, said that about 6.20 p.m. on 

Tuesday he was passing the Auto Company’s garage in Hart-street and heard the noise of an explosion which 

seemed to come from the spare land opposite the garage. 

 He saw flames shooting up from the lorry and was approaching it when a boy ran from the direction of the 

lorry with his clothing and hair on fire. 
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PUT OUT FLAMES 

He took off his raincoat and wrapped it round the boy and put out the flames and handed him to another person 

who took the boy to hospital.  Whilst doing this he saw a second boy run past with the top part of his clothing on 

fire, and understood this boy ran to his house near-by.  Witness afterwards went to the lorry to see if anyone else 

was involved, but this was not so. 

 The Coroner: I should like to say that you on your part did all you possibly could on this occasion. 

 Leonard Garrett, motor engineer and garage proprietor, said that the lorry had been on the land about two 

months.  It had not been licenced since the end of last year. 

 Replying to the Coroner, witness said it was practically an impossibility to get all the petrol out of the tank.  

The vapour tended to settle in the tank.  

 He had on numerous occasions had to warn children about playing around there.  A motor mechanic named 

Ronald Jordan said he had a look at the tank about 10 September.  It ran the full length of the seat in the cab of the 

lorry.  The filler cap was not there. 

FUMES IN TANK 

Replying to the Coroner, witness said the fumes would hang in the tank for a considerable time. 

 Det. Constable Bland who examined the lorry said the filler cap was missing and could not be found.  He 

thought the seat of the fire had been inside the driving cab and the probable cause of the tank exploding was 

contact with a naked light. 

 P.S. Knowles said he had interviewed a number of persons who arrived on the scene of the accident 

immediately after the occurrence and had come to the conclusion that the two boys were the only two persons near 

the lorry at the time of the explosion.  This bore out the evidence of the witness Gay. 

 The Coroner: If a light was brought in contact with this tank it must have been one of the boys or both of 

them that would be responsible? 

 Witness agreed. 

“VERY UNFORTUNATE” 

The Coroner: This is a very unfortunate accident, one in which everybody will sympathise with the relatives of these 

two boys, and I can only find that they both died in the Ulverston Cottage Hospital and that in each case death was 

due to shock and multiple burns accidentally received when the petrol tank of a motor-lorry exploded, through one 

or other of these boys, or both of them, playing with fire in the proximity of the lorry. 


