
Private Stephen Gradwell Jewitt 1890 – 1939 (11064) King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regt. 

 

A small, simple headstone, looking almost homemade, 

probably not that old, and engraved: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This is one of those headstones that really does hide a 

truly tragic “Story Behind the Stones”.  And one where 

Ancestry proved invaluable, though it sometimes 

misspells his name as ‘Stephen Grashook Jewitt’.  Mr. 

Jewitt is one of the hidden, forgotten and indirect 

victims of WW1. 
 

Stephen Gradwell Jewitt was born on 22nd June 1890 in Ulverston, and baptised there on 9th July 1890.  His parents 

were Agnes & John Jewitt. 

 At the 1891 Census the family were living at 17 Quebec Street, Ulverston.  The household consisted of John 

Jewitt (33), Dock labourer, born Kendal, Westmorland; Agnes Jewitt (34), born Ulverston; and their children Sarah E. 

Jewitt (9), scholar; George Jewitt (6), scholar; Julia A. Jewitt (3), and Stephen G. Jewitt (9 months). 

 

By the 1901 Census they had moved to 4 Quebec Street. All the children except Sarah are still at home, and George 

has work as a groundsman (possibly – it’s difficult to read). 

 

Stephen G. Jewitt married Alice M. Fisher in the final quarter of 1921.  He died on 25th May 1939 (or possibly a day 

earlier). 

 

At the 1911 Census Alice Maud Fisher (15) lived with her parents and 4 brothers/1 sister at 18 Kennedy Street, 

Ulverston. 

 

The North-Western Daily Mail 26 May 1939 had: 

MAN’S BODY RECOVERED FROM ULVERSTON CANAL 

Following dragging operations in the Ulverston canal last night and again this morning, the body of Stephen Gradwell 

Jewitt, of 34, North Lonsdale-terrace, Ulverston, who had been missing from home since 9 a.m. on Tuesday, was 

recovered. 

 The facts have been reported to the Coroner and an inquest is to be held at 10.30 a.m. to-morrow. 

 Deceased, who was about 45 years of age and partially disabled, was formerly in the Army. 

 

The same newspaper of 27 May 1939 reported: 

“I MAY AS WELL GET ON WITH IT” 
ULVERSTON EX-SOLDIER’S SUICIDE 

BODY RECOVERED FROM CANAL 

“I find in this case that this man drowned himself in the Ulverston Canal whilst the balance of his mind was 

disturbed.” remarked the Coroner for Furness, Mr. F.W. Poole, at the inquest at Ulverston to-day, on Stephen 

Gradwell Jewitt, of 34, North Lonsdale-terrace, Ulverston. 

 Supt. Parker watched the proceedings on behalf of the police. 

 Evidence was given by the widow.  Mrs. Alice Maud Jewitt, who said her family occupied two houses, Nos. 

32 and 34 North Lonsdale-terrace, her husband living at the latter.  He was 47 years of age, and a labourer. 

SERIOUSLY WOUNDED 

   Before the war he served as a soldier. In 1914 he was seriously wounded in the left shoulder and had not 

been able to follow his employment since.  
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The Coroner: He had no use in his left arm? 

Witness: Not for doing any work. 

Proceeding, witness said her husband received a pension of 24s. per week.  He had enjoyed good health 

until about 1937, when he was treated for his nerves at the Ulverston P.A. Institution, and was seen by a doctor in 

April this year.   

During the last two years he had been particularly violent towards her and the children, and she had had 

occasion to complain to the police and the N.S.P.C.C. inspector, and on 17 May she took out a summons to apply for 

a separation order, after which his manner towards her had not improved.   

He had threatened on several occasions to take his life. He left home at 9.15 a.m. on 23 May, saying  

“I may as well get on with it: I have often threatened to do it, so I may as well do it.”  

She never saw him alive again. 

CAP FOUND 

 P.C. Baber said that at 9.30 a.m. on Friday he received information that a man’s cap (believed to be the 

property of the deceased who was reported missing) had been found floating in the canal.  In company with Police 

Sergt. Williamson he commenced dragging operations and recovered the body at 11.25a.m. that day, and had it 

removed to the Cottage Hospital mortuary. 

 There were two superficial wounds on the throat and an old shrapnel wound on the left shoulder. 

The Coroner returned a verdict as stated. 

 

Private Jewitt’s entry on the Medal Rolls Index Cards (Ancestry) indicates that he enlisted on 15 November 1913, 

and was discharged because of his wounds on 14 May 1916. 

 

Stephen and Alice had a son, also Stephen, in the first quarter of 1927. 

Cumbria BMD: John Jewitt in 1923. 


